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guide to anticipating, preventing
and responding to threats

This security toolkit is a synthesis of the
collective expertise and insights of the ex-
tended Ashoka community. Following these
suggestions cannot guarantee your safety,
but may help you minimize the risks in your
work -- and know how to respond quickly,
should the need arise. It is very much a
work-in-progress. Please send your feedback

to safety@ashoka.org.
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Safety Checklist

I Analyze Local Context

L1 Socio-Political. What's happening around you?

[ Geography. Where are you / your colleagues most vulnerable?
L1 Activities. What activities put you at most risk?

2 Assess Potential Threats

L1 Who, besides yourself, may be at risk?

L1 What type of threats are they most likely to face? From whom?

L1 With what urgency? (Where do they fall on the security barometer?)

ANTICIPATE

3 Create an Emergency Plan

L] Ensure your families / colleagues understand security risks,
precautions, and procedures

L1 Establish regular, safe communication with a trustworthy ally
L1 Identify safe-houses and plan evacuation route

LI Ensure travel documents & bank information are up to date

| Adopt Safety Measures

O Counter-surveillance tactics

[0 Home & office security (location, guards, alarms, cameras, etc.)

[0 Communication and Document Security (email, phone, computers)

L] Taking care of yourself (trauma and psychosocial support)

2 Identify local resources. For example...
LI local human rights networks

[ media or universities

LI police or justice system

[J government or embassies

I Document all Threats
[ Nature of threats against you
LI Perpetrator information

L1 Responses taken or planned
[0 Context

2 Report

L1 Alert your external ally

[ Write an official statement or letter

LI Inform relevant human rights networks (if needed)

ASHOKA Innovators for the Public 3
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Additional Resources
MU TEN T B il N O E(Ew N

CITIZEN SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS

Amnesty International
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes!
Web site: www.amnesty.org New York,Tel: (+1) 212 807-8400
London,Tel: (+44) 20-74135500

Asian Human Rights Commission
Where: East Asia; South & Southeast Asia Urgent Appeals? Yes!
Web site: www. ahrchk.net Hong Kong,Tel: 852-2698 6339
Email: ahrchk@ahrchk.org

Commiittee to Protect Journalists
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes
Web site: www.cpj.org New York,Tel: (+1) 212 465-1004
Email: JournAsst@cpj.org

Conectas
Where: Brazil; Latin America, Africa, Asia
Web site: conectas.org Sao Paulo,Tel: (+5511) 3884-7440
Email: conectas@conectas.org

CIVICUS & Civil Society Watch
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes
Web sites: www.civicus.org; www.civilsocietywatch.org

Emails: info@civicus.org; cswatch@civicus.org
South Africa,Tel: (+27 1) 833-5959

Federation for Human Rights

Web site: www.fidh.org Paris,Tel: (+33) | 43 5525 I8
Front Line

Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes!

Web site: frontlinedefenders.org Dublin, Tel: (+353) | 212 3750

Email: info@frontlinedefenders.org Brussels, Tel: (+32) 2 230 93 83
Secure Contact web https://secure.hyperlink.ie/frontline/comment.en.html

24 hour emergency support,Tel: (+353) | 21 00 489
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Fund for Global Human Rights
Where: Africa, Asia, Latin America (specific countries)
Web site: www.globalhumanrights.org  Wash, DC,Tel: (+1) 202 347-7488
Email: info@globalhumanrights.org

Human Rights First
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes

Web site: www.humanrightsfirst.org New York,Tel: (+1) 212 845-5200

Human Rights Watch
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes
Web site: www.hrw.org New York,Tel: (+1) 212-290-4700
Email: hrwnyc@hrw.org

International Service for Human Rights
Web site: www.ishr.ch Geneva,Tel: (+41) 22 733 51 23

Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes
Web site: www.omct.org click on “Human Rights Defenders”
Email: omct@omct.org Switzerland, Tel: (+41) 22 809 4939

Peace Brigades International
Where: Latin America; South & Southeast Asia; Eastern Europe & Central
Asia; North America

Web site: www.peacebrigades.org London,Tel: +44 20 7065 0775

Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights / UAF - Africa
Where: Global Urgent Appeals? Yes!
Web site: www.urgentactionfund.org

USA, Tel: urgentact@urgentactionfund.org; (+1) 303 442-2388 (non-Africa)
Kenya, Tel: proposal@urgentactionfund-africa.or.ke (+254) 20 2931095

ASHOKA Innovators for the Public 9



LEGAL NETWORKS

Advocates for International Development (A4ID)
Web site: www.adid.org Email: info@a4id.org

Cyrus R.Vance Center for International Justice
Where: Latin America, Africa, Global
Web site: www.nycbar.org/VanceCenter/; www.gnji.net
New York,Tel: (+1) 212 382-4718

Human Rights Law Network
Where: India, South Asia
Web site: www.hrin.org New Delhi, Tel: +91-11-24374501, 24376922

International Senior Lawyers Project
Web site: www.islp.org New York,Tel: (+1) 212 895-1359

Lex Mundi Pro Bono Foundation
Web site: www.lexmundiprobono.org  Wash, DC,Tel: (+1) 202 429-8169

Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI)
Where: Central & Eastern Europe, Russia
Web site: www.pili.org Budapest,Tel: (+36) | 461-5700

New York, Tel: (+1) 212 803-5381

INTERNATIONAL MECHANISMS

U. N. Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders
Web site: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/
Geneva,Tel: (+41) 22 917 1234

Email a complaint: urgent-action@ohchr.org

Additional Resources:

* Guidelines for submitting complaints http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/issues/
defenders/complaints.htm

* UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders http://www2.ohchr.org/eng-
lish/issues/defenders/declaration.htm

Security Toolkit




U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Web site: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/
Geneva,Tel: (+41) 22 917 0656
Email a complaint: civilsocietyunit@ohchr.org

Additional Resources:
* Universal Decl. of Human Rights http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/index.htm

* International human rights instruments www?2.ohchr.org/english/law/

Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (Washington, DC) and
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (San Jose)
Web Sites: Inter-American Commission www.cidh.org
Inter-American Court www.corteidh.or.cr
African Commission on Human and People’s Rights
Web Sites: African Commission (Banjul) www.achpr.org Tel 220 39 29 62
Africa Union (Addis Ababa) www.africa-union.org

European Court of Human Rights
Web Site: www.echr.coe.int/ECHR

ONLINE RESOURCES

Protection Manual for Human Rights Defenders (Front Line) -
www.frontlinedefenders.org/manuals/protection

Additional Human Rights Manuals (Front Line) -
www.frontlinedefenders.org/manuals

Digital Security and Privacy for Human Rights Defenders (Front Line) -
www.frontlinedefenders.org/digital-security

NGO in a Box, Security Edition - www.security.ngoinabox.org/
Tactical Technology Collective -- www.tacticaltech.org

Witness -- www.witness.org

ASHOKA Innovators for the Public
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